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(Yes! CVAS now has an Executive 
Director! See also “CVAS Grants,”  

p. 2) 

To CVAS’s wonderful supporters,  

My name is Crystal Clark. You may 

have seen me around the shelter 

over the last couple of years, doing 

pretty much every task needed. A resident 

of our community for 27 years, I love our 

corner of the state and have genuine 

appreciation for the beauty in nature. As 

part of a homesteading family, I was raised 

to work smart and hard and never lose sight 

of what you are trying to accomplish.  

 I have brought my values, education 

(especially a recent certification in Animal 

Shelter Management), and determination to 

CVAS to guide our organization on its path 

of improvement.  

 Since starting this new position on 

August 26, I have been working with the 

CVAS Board on strategic planning and 

budget management, in addition to my 

previous duties.  

 All staff and some skilled volunteers 

are revising our data management 

procedures from the ground up, with more 

efficient software that will save everyone 

time and prevent duplicating effort. 

 Recent improvements to shelter 

facilities include fixing several leaks(!), 

progress on the dog kennels (see 

Pawsome below), and installing the 

stainless cat condos we received as a 

donation from a partner shelter. Brush 

clearing has been ongoing to reduce fire 

danger and create a more beautiful, open 

property with the potential of a dog park.  

 We participated in a wonderful 

PetSmart adoption event at which 15 cats 

were adopted, and we received some very 

welcome and needed donations as well.   

 With some tremendous new partners 

and continuing support from the 

unbelievably generous souls who have 

kept CVAS going since 2003, we are 

excited for the future, and optimistic 

about being able to do more for the cats, 

dogs, and people of Stevens County.  

This year, we received a wonderful gift from Heather 

Kinsey and the Milieu Center of Carmichael, California: 

two sturdy new dog kennels. CVAS takes in more large 

dogs than small ones, and our older kennels were wearing 

out. Most of them  simply couldn’t keep in a big pup, and 

we could house only a few dogs at a time.  

 In addition to the new kennels, each of the four kennels 

along the wall has a doggy door so the pups can go outside 

at their leisure! (continued on p. 3). 

Pawsome Pupdates: The Dogs of CVAS 

Farewell to Jeanie Acorn 

On September 25, Colville lost a longtime champion of 
animals, Jeanie Acorn. Jeanie helped thousands of dogs in 
the Colville area, starting in the 1990s. She worked closely 
with the City of Colville for many years to help find homes 
and care for strays. She frequently took animals into her 
own home while searching for another placement. This 
space is entirely inadequate to explain how much she gave to 
help pets in need.  She will be sorely missed.  

CVAS 2017 by the Numbers 

In 2017, CVAS housed 731 cats and dogs. 

Each animal that comes to CVAS is given 

routine vaccines and spayed or neutered.  

Every month, CVAS holds a low-cost vaccination 

clinic at the Country Store in Colville (many 

thanks to them!!). At 2017’s clinics, we gave: 

Most were from Stevens County (86.3%), and 

many animals came from the cities of Colville, 

Kettle Falls, and Chewelah.  

Monthly Vaccination Clinics 

526 vaccines to 373 animals from 234 

households! For 112 animals this was their 

first rabies shot! 

 

Our appreciation goes out to Dr. Maggie Ryland and 

Dr. William Rowe for their generous support of these 

clinics. It is great that so many in our community are 

actively protecting their pets with vaccinations and 

microchips. 
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Butter for Rosie 

Rosie came to CVAS on 

July 17 with two other 

adult cats and two 

kittens. They were 

abandoned when their 

previous owners moved away, and though a 

neighbor tried to care for the cats, she could not 

afford to keep them. Rosie was severely 

malnourished, weighing about four pounds. At 

CVAS, she has been on a steady diet of cat food 

and butter (yes, butter!!) to help her gain 

weight.  She is in much better condition now and 

ready to go to a loving home.   

Maizie was referred to as Crazy Maizie by her previous owner, due to her very active 

puppy energy. Her owners intended for her to become a guardian dog at their farm. 

Maizie was more interested in being an indoor lap dog, so she was "not a good fit" for 

the family. At CVAS she was indeed very high energy and very intelligent, and figured 

out how to open her locked doggy door and get into her neighbor’s kennel. After 

receiving no inquiries about her, and due to her need for more attention and run time 

(of which we have a limited supply), she was transferred to the Spokane Humane 

Society. A little over a week later, she had already been adopted, "before we could 

even get to know her!" (This is an example of why we work with other shelters to give 

animals the best chance at finding their forever homes.)  

CVAS Receives Capacity Building Grant from Innovia 

Foundation  

CVAS is very grateful to the INNOVIA FOUNDATION (formerly 

the Inland Northwest Community Foundation) for their capacity 

building grant in the amount of $20,000. These funds will help 

CVAS grow sustainably to better meet the high demand for animal 

welfare services in Stevens County.  

 In the past CVAS has been governed entirely by a small volun-

teer working board, with most of the load being carried by a hand-

ful of people who ran themselves into the ground trying to keep 

the shelter afloat. There is so much more to running a commercial 

facility than feeding cats and dogs! It takes enough people with 

enough time to do all the fundraising, facilities and budget man-

agement, and paperwork for every animal and every adopter, on 

top of the medical and basic care for several hundred cats and dogs 

each year. Innovia Foundation funds are helping to cover the cost 

of CVAS’s first full-time Executive Director, Crystal Clark. Crystal 

has been working part-time with CVAS for two years. She received 

a scholarship from Maddie’s Fund for the University of the 
Pacific’s Animal Shelter Management Certificate Program, which 

she finished in August. (Please see “Message from the Executive 

Director” on p. 1 to read about the great work everyone at the shel-

ter has been doing!) Innovia has also provided $1,000 worth of 

software and training through its JumpStart program.  

 CVAS has come through some very tough times, but with help 

from our wonderful donors and volunteers, and the essential boost 

offered from grant funds, the shelter is getting stronger all the 

time, providing essential care for animals in need, and moving 

them to permanent homes more quickly.  

PetSmart Foundation 

Last spring, the PETSMART FOUNDATION provided $2,000 to 

support basic animal care! These funds couldn’t have come at a 

better time, when kitten season was on the way!  

CVAS Grants! 

In the last issue (January—it HAS been a while, due to 

a labor shortage), we had a story called “A Foster 

Failure,” the sad tale of some foster kittens who were 

rudely rejected by a household pet. As promised, here 

are the lyrics to Thomas’s song for kittens, to be sung to 

the tune of “This Land is Your Land,” by Woody Guthrie. 

“This House is My House” 

THIS HOUSE IS MY HOUSE 

This house is my house, It is not your house, From the 

front yard, To the back yard. What are you doing? 

How did you get here? This house was made for me 

alone. 

That box is my box, That food is my food, I don’t like 

sharing, I won’t start caring. Where did you come 

from? Why don’t you go 

back? This house was 

made for me alone.  

This house was made 

for me alone! 
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Pawsome Pupdates (continued from page 1) 

These sturdy new kennels have been a huge help to CVAS! 

About our kennel donor 

Heather Kinsey has always been an animal lover. She used to be 
“the cat lady” with five cats, and now she is the proud owner of 
six dogs! The donation for CVAS kennels came from her 
business, The Milieu Center, a behavioral/treatment day 
program for developmentally disabled adults. As part of the 
program, she has had two 
staff who became certified 
companion-dog trainers. 
The Center staff and clients 
assisted in that training.  
 Animals play a large part 
in the therapeutic process. 
To date, five dogs have 
been trained as 
“companionship service 
dogs” and four have been 
given to disabled adults in 
the community. The Center 
has kept one for the clients 
to love on. “Myrtle” 
accompanies the clients 
when they go into the 
community for work 
assignments and recreation 
outings.  
 Many thanks to The Milieu Center for the great kennels!! 

Why so many transfers? 

Sometimes we are asked why we send so many 

animals to partner shelters. The answer is that 

there are not nearly as many people in Stevens 

County seeking pets to adopt as there are 

animals we are asked to take in. We must give 

each animal the best chance of finding a forever 

home. Animals could wait months, or in some 

cases years, at CVAS for a home, when they 

could be adopted from another shelter and 

given all the love and attention they deserve. 

Many thanks to our much-appreciated partner 

shelters. 

Status of 

animals 

brought 

to CVAS 

during 

2017, as 

of Dec. 31 

Purrcy’s CVAS Scoop 

At last! Someone had 

the sense to ask me, the 

most important member 

of the CVAS team, to 

contribute content to 

the newsletter! As one 

who knows this shelter 

like the back of my paws (which I bathe 

several times a day), it would seem 

OBVIOUS that I would be asked. But I 

digress... I am here to update you on what 

we long-term CVAS cats have been up to!  For those of you 

tragically unaware of 

who I am, I am Purrcy, 

Top Lead Eminence 

Principal Cat of CVAS. 

Every Sunday I post 

Purrcy’s Sunday Scoop 

on the CVAS Facebook 

page, arguably the 

finest content Facebook 

has ever seen.  

Clever Evie 

figured out 

that the 

office is 

where the 

people 

are, and 

the people 

have 

fingers to 

open treat 

bags. With 

her skill set (looking cute, sleeping a 

lot, startling staff at every opportunity), 

she was hired immediately as 

Rochelle’s replacement.  

Billy and Allie: She has IBS, and he has FIV. 

These lovebirds have been living together for 

over a year, unfortunately with some pretty 

annoying roommates! Finally, these two have 

landed their own space, with a special diet to 

boot!   

Rochelle, the office cat, 

decided she was tired of 

the working life (Who 

can blame her? Luckily 

for you, my dear readers, 

I am a slave to my work), 

and found herself a nice 

home. 
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1250 N Hwy, PMB 266 

Colville WA 99114 

(509) 684-1475 

 

For more information 

about volunteering, 

adoptions, donations 

and more, visit us online 

at: 

 
www.cvasanctuary.org 

 

Find us on Facebook! 

Share Our Vision 
 

Our vision is to be part of a network of eastern Washington 

communities where: 
 

 local government provides leadership and funding for 

humane society services 

 every child is educated about the humane treatment of 

animals and the importance of spaying and neutering 

pets 

 abuse and neglect of animals is rare 

 homeless and feral cats and dogs are rare 
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The Colville Valley Animal 

Sanctuary is grateful to NANCY 

HARRISON-HOLMES and 

CALVIN BENSTON for their 

generous bequest, which will do 

so much for the cats, dogs, and 

people in need of humane 

society services in Stevens 

County. 

CVAS Board update 

CVAS welcomes three new board members, and wishes a fond 
aloha to two. New board President Jeff Hall: Jeff is a twenty-
year resident of Stevens County, a long-time dog and cat 
lover who has volunteered at CVAS for the past 18 
months. He is a former paratrooper, retired Alaska State 
Trooper, and currently teaches martial arts. Jeff and his 
wife Linda have adopted six cats from CVAS and can 
confirm beyond doubt that “dogs have families, cats have 
staff.”  
 Also joining the CVAS board are Jenny and Lance 

Pelton, long-time CVAS supporters and foster parents to 

many CVAS animals. Jenny has been helping Crystal all summer with the 

challenging task of “paperwork housekeeping,” going through old records to ensure 

that important things are kept but obsolete things don’t avalanche and wash us all 

away. Lance has been troubleshooting the computers and printers, which is an 

ongoing task with older computers and wireless technology. 

 Retiring from the board Dec. 31 after more than two years are outgoing 

president David Fietz, and Linda Fietz. Dave and Linda have gone far beyond the 

call in their service to the shelter, including weekly shopping trips and yard work, 

hauling wood, repairing facilities, and caring for many pets in need. “Thank you” is 

a wholly inadequate phrase for the time and material donations Dave and Linda 

have contributed, which made a world of difference during some mighty lean times 

in the last two years.  

After the last copy of TSI went out, we 

received a kind letter from someone 

concerned about the cost of producing a 

paper newsletter. While it does cost money, 

we recognize that not everyone can easily 

access or read our e-newsletter, and we feel it 

is important to provide information about 

CVAS activities to all who donate.  

 However, if you do not want to receive 

The Shelter Insider, or can switch to the e-

newsletter, or there are errors in your name or 

address, please do send us a note with the 

information: what name and address to 

remove, what e-mail address to add, corrected 

spellings and so forth. We would also love to 

hear about what you like or do not like about 

our paper and electronic newsletters.  

 We can be reached by email at: 

cvasoffice@gmail.com, or you can use the 

enclosed envelope. Thank you all for your 

support and consideration. 

Don’t want The Shelter Insider?  

Getting two copies? 

Jeff Hall, with Alvin, one 

of the Halls’ adopted 

wild, feral barn cats.  

WISH LIST: CVAS is a 501(c)(3) 

nonprofit that receives no 

government funding. Our short list 

of funding needs is: operating 

funds for animal care and 

adoption services; funds for Trap, 

Neuter, Return-or-Rehome (to spay 

and neuter more cats to reduce 

pet homelessness and suffering); 

and funds for more dog runs. 
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