
For 15 years, CVAS has been taking in stray and surrendered dogs and cats from Stevens 

County and its cities, with no support from the county or city budgets. In fall of 2016, 

CVAS visited the County Commissioners and the Colville City Council to ask yet again 

for funding to help support shelter operations. One of the City Council members asked 

how many of the animals at CVAS came from inside the city limits. We didn’t have the 

answer. So we made it a point to find that answer, and in fall of 2017, thanks to some 

talented volunteers, we have some statistics ready.  (Continued on p. 2)  

Where Do They All Come From? CVAS by the Numbers 

Fifteen Years of Your Support — THANK YOU!!  

For 15 years, donations of money, time, and 

supplies by CVAS supporters have made it 

possible to shelter and rescue thousands of cats 

and dogs in Stevens County. The importance of 

your donations cannot be overstated. Without 

you, there would be no local animal shelter 

except the city dog pounds—no shelter at all for 

cats—and thousands of residents and animals 

would have suffered extended stress and misery. 

(Continued on page 4) 

Fall/Winter 2017 

Hank and Zipurr were adopted by CVAS’s 
Animal Care Coordinator, Becca Shaw.  

About 40% of the cats 
and dogs sheltered at 
CVAS come from in 
and around Colville. 
The Kettle Falls and 
Chewelah areas are 
next, with 10% and 
9% of shelter animals. 
The “Other” category 
includes such 
communities as 
Hunters, Fruitland, 
Springdale, and 
Northport.  
   See the table on page 
2 for information 
about animals coming 
from addresses inside 
and outside the city 
limits. 

The Shelter Insider 
Newsletter of the Colville Valley Animal Sanctuary 

This year, CVAS is 
participating in the 

Newman’s Own Holiday 
Challenge on CrowdRise. 

Just search for the Colville 
Valley Animal Sanctuary 

at the CrowdRise site 
between Tuesday, 
November 21 and 

Wednesday, January 3, 
and support our animal 

care mission. And be sure 
to share the CrowdRise 

link!  



CVAS by the Numbers (continued from p. 1) 
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Phone Calls by Reason, Jan. — July 2017 
(358 phone messages) 

34 

   General area 

Number 

of pets 

% of each 

area’s total 

Colville area 
33 dogs, 676 

cats, 1 rabbit 

710 100% 

  Inside city limits 196 28% 

  Outside city limits 444 63% 

  Unknown 70 9% 

Kettle Falls area 
12 dogs, 176 cats 

188 100% 

  Inside city limits 72 38% 

  Outside city limits 82 44% 

  Unknown 34 18% 

Chewelah area 
6 dogs, 161 cats 

167 100% 

  Inside city limits 46 28% 

  Outside city limits 45 27% 

  Unknown 76 45% 

City or county origin of CVAS 
sheltered animals for Stevens 
County’s three largest cities  

January 2015 − July 2017 

SAILOR was attacked by a 

dog and brought to CVAS with 

multiple infected wounds. He 

was nursed back to health 

over a couple of months, and 

then adopted out.   

MAX was surrendered 

by a family who was 

moving. He was 

adopted in about 5 

minutes once his 

picture was posted. 

  CVAS responds to a large number of phone calls that 
would otherwise be going to the Sheriff’s and city police 
offices. CVAS staff does not have the time to track all 
phone calls, but when a message goes to voicemail, the 
reason for the call gets written down so the appropriate 
person can respond. In the first 7 months of 2017, CVAS 
responded to 358 such messages, on top of the calls that 
were answered directly. The figure below shows the 
reasons for the 358 calls that went to CVAS voicemail 
for response instead of government offices, from January 
1, 2017 to July 27, 2017. ■ 

 According to the 2016 census, 9,028 (21%) of 
Stevens County’s 43,791 residents lived within the city 
limits of Stevens County’s three largest cities (Colville, 
Kettle Falls, and Chewelah). The table below shows 
how many animals from these three ZIP codes came 
from inside the city limits vs. outside, from January 
2015 to July 2017.  



Bring the dog home when you have a few days off and 
can spend quality time and supervise. 

Never strike your dog. Use positive reinforcement to 
train. 

Consider a class with a dog trainer you like and trust. 
The investment will be well worth it if you stick to the 
training! 

For more, visit the Humane Society of the United States’ 

dog adoption tips pages at http://

www.humanesociety.org/animals/dogs/tips/

bringing_new_dog_home.html. ■ 

There are many ways to prepare your new dog for 

your new home. Important considerations and tips: 

Gradual introduction to new types of food. 

Meet kids and other pets if possible at the shelter or 
other neutral location. Introduce your new dog to its 
new home on the leash.    

 Provide safe toys to help relieve stress. 

Be very patient. Expect some problems such as 
accidents. Even a housebroken dog can have an accident 
when stressed. 

Helping Your Shelter Dog (or any dog) Thrive 
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A Shelter Dog’s Story by Crystal Clark 

My recently adopted dog Sammie is a beautiful, wonderfully 
loyal female German Shepherd. Sammie came to CVAS 
because of an incident involving a much smaller dog, a 
Chihuahua. We believe Sammie was in “guard mode” with 
her owner when the tiny dog turned on Sammie and Sammie 
fought back, and the Chihuahua was badly injured. The 
owner of the two dogs did not blame Sammie for what 
happened, but she took Sammie to the vet and asked to have 
her euthanized. The vet’s office asked her to check with 
CVAS first, and the owner brought Sammie to us.  
 I spent some time assessing Sammie’s health and 
temperament, and prepared a kennel for her. She was 
beautiful and smart, and of course very scared. Before 
leaving for the day, I sat down in her kennel with her to talk 
to her and offer her reassurance. She laid down, put her paw 
in my lap, and rested her face against my chest, looking up at 
me. Her beautiful brown eyes instantly melted my heart and 
I knew I loved her. The next day I ate my lunch with her and 
she was very well behaved, not begging once. That evening I 
brought my husband to the shelter to meet her, as I was 
convinced she was "the one." Sammie met him with a sweet 
mild demeanor and he was won over too.  
 Bringing her home was easy because we took the 
introductions to the family at a slow and steady pace. We 
have three children, of which the youngest is a 3-year-old 
whirlwind. Sammie quickly learned that these crazy little 
humans were mine, and I love them, so she followed suit. 

Now, she and my 9-year-old daughter snuggle together. 
When our toddler screams in frustration, Sammie perks 
up her ears and tilts her head to investigate, but she 
doesn't get scared anymore by the shrill little beast. She 
does have an abandonment issue that will take time to 
work out. She takes turns following me and my husband 
around the house to make sure we are not leaving her. Of 
course, life makes it impossible to always be with her, so 
we installed a strong run for her in our backyard for times 
when we both are gone.  
 When visitors knock at the door, she does a quick two-
part bark to alert, and will follow our command (to stay, 
come, or lie down). She wakes me up by resting her face 
on my bed and giving me kisses with a dog's version of 
"wake up mom" vocalizations. Being a young parent, I 
have often debated the idea of having one more child, but 
Sammie joining our family has made it complete. She is 
my newest child and is loved as one by my husband and 
myself, and by our children.  
 We have very slowly introduced Sammie to little dogs. 
She has been very curious and not aggressive at all. Our 
cat has swatted and scratched her, but she just looks like 
she has hurt feelings in response.  
 The harder parts have been (a) helping her with her 
anxiety, which is probably abandoned dog complex, and 
(b) training her to walk on a leash. She probably never 
had leash training, and initially pulled super hard. One of 
our CVAS board members has a lot of experience 
working with German Shepherds, and she came out and 
worked with us. I have been implementing the checks she 
taught me, and Sammie is a really fast learner. I hardly 
have to use the harness we trained her with. Now I am 
teaching her that opening the door is not a signal for her 
to run outside—she needs to wait for my command, so 
she doesn’t get into trouble out there.  
 I have been doing a lot of research on ASPCA’s web 
site. They have lots of tips and things to try to help your 
dog cope. Anyone adopting a shelter dog should invest 
the time to learn as much as possible about their dog and 
different things to try to see what works for them. And 
above all, be really patient. ■ 



Please consider Colville Valley Animal Sanctuary for 
your will or living trust. Call 509-684-1475 to learn 
how to leave a legacy to help animals. 
 Write us at: CVAS, 1250 N Hwy, PMB 266, Colville 
WA 99114. Visit us online at: www.cvasanctuary.org   

The most common reasons cats and dogs come to CVAS are: 

stray; owner cannot cope; owner cannot afford. Animal 

shelter services are human services as well. Pet owners 

experience terrible stress when they cannot properly care for 

their animal friend, and strays suffer in so many ways, from 

fear and loneliness to untreated injuries and infections.  

 So thank you, thank you, thank you, to every person who 

has ever sent CVAS a check or online donation, or come to 

clean and feed, or ordered supplies from the Amazon wish 

list, or dropped off firewood or shoveled snow, or any of the 

ways this community supports our mission.  

 Stevens County is decades behind in planning for animal 

welfare services. With your continued support, CVAS will be 

here to fight for a better future, and to care for as many cats 

and dogs as we can safely house, today. ■ 

15 Years of Support (continued from p. 1) Share Our Vision 
 

Our vision is to be part of a network of eastern 
Washington communities where: 
 
 local government provides leadership and 

funding for humane society services 

 every child is educated about the humane 
treatment of animals and the importance of 
spaying and neutering pets 

 abuse and neglect of animals is rare 

 homeless and feral cats and dogs are rare 
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A group of four motherless kittens were brought to the shelter 
this summer. Only a month old, they needed someone to keep 
them well supplied with kitten food, heat, and safe play space. 
“This is the job for me!” I thought. “I’ll set them up in the spare 
bedroom. They’ll be cozy and safe and it will be a lot of fun.” 
Hahahahahahaha! (Oh, the optimism of the uninformed!)  
 I hauled home everything four kittens might need, and set up 
a kitten haven in my spare bedroom. Kittens well fed and 
occupied with attacking each other, I exited the room to find my 
two adult tuxedo cats sitting outside the door. For the rest of the 
day, every time I went in, I had to fend off a black and white cat 
who was trying to go in too. Late in the day, with the kittens 
secured in their crate, I thought it would be okay to let my cats 
have a look and satisfy their curiosity so they could get on with 
their lives. I let Pixie come in first. She very cautiously crept up 
to the crate and looked in. The kittens were delighted and 
rushed up to the door, then got distracted by each other’s tails 
and started to play. Pixie sat down and watched, fascinated. 
After a while I took her out so Thomas (my old tomcat, adopted 
from CVAS) could have a turn. 
 Thomas also crept up to the crate and looked in, then began to 
hiss viciously. A couple of kittens heard this novel sound and 
ran up to the crate’s door, which caused Thomas to hop back 

and renew his terrifying 
vocalizations. At least I 
was terrified—the 
kittens were unfazed. 
Once they saw that this 
new playmate was 
unreachable outside the 
crate, they went back to 
their games. Thomas 
switched to a sort of The despised interlopers 

yodeling growl. I 
hurried him out 
of the room and 
closed the door. 
He huffed in 
front of the door 
for a few 
moments and 
then stalked 
outside.  
 And outside he 
stayed. It seems 
having kittens in 
the house makes 
it an unfit abode, from a certain point of view. Thomas 
refused to come in for dinner. I brought him in, but he 
immediately went back out the cat door. I tried again 
with the cat door closed, but he refused to eat, and just sat 
next to the sealed-off exit. I finally let him out and 
brought his food outside, since he has kidney disease and 
has to eat regularly. But later another problem loomed. 
My cats are allowed in the yard in the daytime, but not at 
night. When it started to get dark, I had to bring him in 
again. And so began The Long Night of Thomas’s 
Discontent. He moved restlessly about the house, 
growling. He growled in the kitchen, the living room, the 
bedroom, and the hallway next to the spare bedroom 
door. He kept it up until I went to sleep, and in the 
morning parked himself next to the cat door and refused 
to eat breakfast until I took it outside, where he remained. 
 Long story short: The kittens went to another foster. 
Thomas moved back in. And my daughter and I wrote 
new lyrics to be sung to the tune of “This Land is Your 
Land” — now “This House is My House.” To be shared 
in the next issue.     ―Mary Ikagawa 

A Foster Failure, or “The Unsympathetic Household Pet” 

“I’m just fine out here. Forever.” 


